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In brief

Church’s free coal still a hot item
By HELENA DE REUS
TWELVE years on, and an
annual coal giveaway is steam
ing on, with 12 tonnes of coal
distributed around Clutha on
Saturday.
Each winter, the City Impact
Church, based in Balclutha,

gives away large bags of coal to
Clutha residents.
Church outreach convener
Neil Goodman said the church
bought about nine tonnes of
coal, with local business Kai
Point Coal donating the remain
ing three tonnes.
Mr Goodman said church
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NZ drivers
left in lurch
by tourists
By CHRISTINA McDONALD
AFTER seeing New Zealanders
end up thousands of dollars in
debt or not receiving payment
from tourists who leave the
country following motor acci
dents, a Queenstown police
officer has appealed for drivers
to ensure they have adequate
insurance.
Senior Sergeant Chris Black
ford recounted recent accidents,
one which involved the driver of
a motor home who failed to give
way and hit a local driver’s
vehicle, and another where a
vehicle hit parked cars.
Snr Sgt Blackford said the
young people whose vehicles
were damaged were innocent
parties who did not have full
insurance, and in both cases the
drivers of the other vehicles
were from overseas.
The young people had third
party insurance, which covered
damage to other vehicles, but
would not cover the owner’s
vehicle.
This concerned Snr Sgt Black
ford, as the offending drivers
could easily return home and
avoid paying courtordered rep
aration.
In general, victims had a ‘‘low
chance’’ of receiving any money,
he said.
Police
could
recommend
drivers at fault be charged with
careless driving but the charge
did not carry a prison sentence
and offenders were ‘‘free to
leave the country as they wish’’.
He also worried uninsured
drivers were leaving themselves
open to significant debt if they
caused damage to another
vehicle.
Victims of accidents and those
who had caused damage were
often ‘‘not wealthy people’’, who
lived in rural areas and some
times could not afford to replace
their vehicles.
‘‘It’s quite sad when you see
those young people out there
looking for work . . . and now they
can’t do that. The community as
a whole suffers, because they
probably have to go on some kind

of benefit.
‘‘There’s
a
bizarre situa
tion
where
insurance
is
not
compul
sory.’’
The research
and
testing
manager with
Consumer,
Chris Blackford Hamish Wilson
agreed
and
said at the very least New Zea
land should initiate mandatory
third party insurance, since it
would mean damages were ‘‘sor
ted more easily’’.
‘‘There are a lot of cars worth
$50,00060,000 on the road and if
you hit one and do a substantial
amount of damage, then you
have to pay for it.
‘‘We know that there’s always
been a lot of people driving
around in cheaper cars not hav
ing it [full insurance] but we
don’t have any statistics. All we
know is the problem is out
there.’’
He suspected Queenstown and
other tourist areas were worst
hit by uninsured drivers because
‘‘it’s easy to come out here and
buy a cheap car, and if you leave
the country, you can leave the
bills’’.
Insurance
Council
chief
executive Chris Ryan said the
issue had been around for a long
time in the tourism sector.
‘‘How do you require a visitor
to pay their obligations to New
Zealand while they are here?’’
While visitors with debts
owing were acting illegally by
leaving the country, he said the
issue was ‘‘very hard to resolve’’.
He disagreed New Zealanders
were lacking insurance but
encouraged all drivers to invest
in comprehensive insurance.
A Ministry of Justice spokes
man said if a person appeared in
court and was ordered to pay
reparation, they were given 28
days in which to do so.
‘‘If a person does not pay, a
warrant may be issued for their
arrest and they can be prevented
from leaving the country.’’

members and the youth group
spent about an hour and ahalf
bagging 12 tonnes of coal and
sewing up the bags on Friday
night. The coal was quickly
snapped up in less than an hour
on Saturday from two locations,
one in Balclutha and the other
in Milton.

Drinkdriving charges
TWO Cromwell men will appear in
the Alexandra District Court later
this month after they were charged
with drinkdriving on Saturday
morning.
Sergeant Andy Reed said the first
man, a 27yearold from Cromwell,
was pulled over in Barry Ave,
Cromwell, about 1.30am and
recorded a breathalcohol level of
716mcg.
The second man, a 26yearold
also from Cromwell, was pulled
over about 3.30am on State
Highway 8B and recorded a breath
alcohol level of 696mcg.

Mr Goodman said the out
reach project was well received
each year.
Be in quick . . . (from left) Peter
Hunter, Niko Michie, Caitlin Dent
and Zoe Harris prepare to give
away the last bags of coal on
PHOTO: HELENA DE REUS
Saturday.

Cold dip for a good cause

Teen charged with robbery
Oamaru: A 17yearold Oamaru
youth was arrested and charged
with robbery on Saturday night, after
allegedly attacking a man in Eden St,
Oamaru.
Constable Carl Pedersen said the
teenager was arrested and charged
after he allegedly knocked a ‘‘young
male’’ to the ground and demanded
his wallet.

House damaged in fire

Members from the Oamaru Air Cadets keep in formation during the annual Port FM Mid Winter Swim at Oamaru Harbour yesterday, which raised
PHOTO: ANDREW ASHTON
$600 for the Oamaru Rowing Club. This year 49 entrants braved the icy temperatures.
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First step towards information centre
By LYNDA VAN KEMPEN
THE
muchdebated
new
information centre for Crom
well is finally in the starting
blocks.
The Central Otago District
Council has applied to itself for
resource consent to construct a
visitor and information centre
on Murray Tce that breaches the
minimum floor area for the
business area. It has also
applied to remove the ‘‘amenity
planting’’ designation on the
site.
The council has included $1.3
million in its longterm plan for
the project in the coming year.
Corporate services manager
Susan Finlay said there was

Sunny celebrations . . .

‘‘overwhelming’’ support in plan
submissions for relocating the
centre.
A review of Central Otago
information centres last year
backed the plans to build a new
Cromwell centre closer to State
Highway 8B so tourists could
find it more easily. The existing
one is in the Cromwell Mall.
Submissions on the resource
consent close on July 12 and an
independent commissioner will
hear the matter and make the
decision, council planning team
leader Ann Rodgers said. The
hearing will be held in Crom
well in August.
The project has been deferred
several times over cost and the
need to link it with the planned

town centre redevelopment.
Because information centres
are
considered
a
district
responsibility, decisions about
them are made by the council.
That raised the ire of some
Cromwell Community Board
members, who believed they
should have been consulted.
The project came before the
Cromwell board for the first
time in December and the board
agreed to support the relo
cation.
In the resource consent appli
cation, prepared by BTW South
Ltd, planner Anita Dawe said the
site designation would have to be
removed before construction.
The information centre would
be housed in a 300sq m building

located somewhere near the big
fruit sculpture.
The building would include a
retail area, internet area, meet
ing room, information desks,
storeroom and display area.
Most of the interior would be
used for display of goods and
services so was defined as a
‘‘shop’’, Ms Dawe said.
Under the district plan, the
minimum floor area in the busi
ness zone is 600sq m. Ms Dawe
said the effect of the breach was
minor. The site was between the
main business area where the
minimum
floor
area
was
required and the Cromwell Mall,
where no minimum floor area
was required.
lynda.van.kempen@odt.co.nz

Wanaka: The interior of a house on
the corner of Anderson and Aubrey
Rds in Wanaka was substantially
damaged in a fire yesterday.
About 20 members of the Wanaka
and Luggate volunteer fire brigades
took half an hour to bring the fire
under control after a neighbour
noticed smoke about 9am. The
occupants of the house were out of
town at the time.
Wanaka Deputy Fire Chief Garth
Campbell said the living area of the
house had been extensively fire
damaged and there was smoke
damage throughout the other
rooms. The suspected cause of the
fire was an electrical fault, but that
was yet to be confirmed by a fire
investigator, he said.
 Wanaka firefighters and police
also attended a minor car accident
on the Crown Range Rd about
3.30pm yesterday.
The Australian driver was the sole
occupant and escaped injury after he
lost control on grit at a black spot just
south of Cardrona village and
skidded across the road into a
bank.
Sergeant Paul Crosswell said the
man was inexperienced in driving
in winter conditions.
 A small fence fire — caused by
hot ashes — at a property in Mt Iron
Dr at 4pm yesterday capped off a
busy day for the Wanaka Fire
Brigade, which received its first
callout at 2am for an alarm
activation at Base backpackers in
Brownston St.

Motorist hits cows
Oamaru: A pregnant woman
escaped injury but two cows were
killed on Saturday, after her vehicle
collided with the animals on State
Highway 1, near Waianakarua.
Constable Carl Pedersen said five
cows had been reported
wandering at 6am. The police went
searching for them, but they had
not been located before the
‘‘heavily pregnant’’ woman
crashed into two of them on the
highway about 12 hours later.
‘‘The lady had gone to hospital as
a precaution because she was
heavily pregnant, but I have had no
report of injury,’’ Const Pederson
said.
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Trainees
graduate
By HELENA DE REUS

Enjoying the activities on offer at the Matariki — or Maori New Year — festival at Wanaka’s Dinosaur Park
on Saturday are (from left) RubyKate Jamison (10), of Wanaka, Jeromy van Riel and daughter Maia (15
months), of Hawea Flat, and Tamatekapua (5), Angela and Maui Nixon (7), of Ranfurly. The event was
organised for a third year by Kahu Youth and attracted several hundred people throughout the afternoon and
into the evening. It featured workshops, storytelling, kapa haka, fire poi performances and two bonfires on
the beach, and concluded with a community hangi and fireworks display. The celebrations were funded by
PHOTO AND REPORT: LUCY IBBOTSON
Te Puni Kokiri and local people and businesses.
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ABOUT 55 Otago and Southland
forestry trainees gathered in
Balclutha on Friday night for
their annual graduation, with a
Dunedin man gaining the top
regional title.
The Forestry Industry Train
ing and Education Council
(Fitec) graduates gained natio
nal certificates in forestry dis
ciplines including silviculture,
harvesting and sawmilling, and
business skills that cover super
vision and leadership qualifica
tions.
At the event, the Southern
Wood Council named Dunedin
based Gareth Williams as the
2012 Modern Apprentice of the
Year. The 23yearold has wor
ked for Mosgiel company Gam
ble Forest Harvesting for almost
five years.
Fitec
OtagoSouthland
regional training adviser Phil
Williams said Mr Williams was
passionate about the industry,
and had a positive attitude and
good work ethic.
About 55 graduates received
70 national certificates at the
event.

WANAKA Fine, SE breeze. 4° at 4.15pm.
QUEENSTOWN Dry, cloud increasing. 3° at noon.
CROMWELL Fine, calm. 10° at 3.15pm.
ALEXANDRA Fine, calm. 4° at 3.15pm.

Canaries galore . . . Judge Monty Wright casts an eye over some of the 700 entries at the North Otago Bird
PHOTO: ANDREW ASHTON
Fanciers Club jubilee show on Saturday.
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700 entries boost bird fanciers’ 50th
By ANDREW ASHTON
ABOUT 200 budgies went on
show over the weekend, as part
of the North Otago Bird
Fanciers Club 50th jubilee
celebrations in Oamaru.
The show attracted 700

TWIZEL Sunny, E wind. 2° at 12.30pm.
OTEMATATA Sunny, NW wind. 4.5° at 12.30pm.
RANFURLY Fine, calm. 5° at 3.30pm.
OAMARU Sunny, N wind. 6.5° at 12.30pm.
PALMERSTON Cloudy, calm, 7° at 4.15pm.

entries, including 200 birds in
the budgerigar section alone,
and senior judge Monty Wright
said he was impressed with both
the turnout and standard of
birds on show.
‘‘I think they have done a
really good job. This is one of

the bigger shows and there has
been a mixed collection of birds.
‘‘I think it is great effort for
the club’s 50th. I have exhibited
at every show since it started,
but it is a pretty strong little club
for an area the size of Oamaru,’’
Mr Wright said.

MIDDLEMARCH Cloudy, calm. 5° at 4.15pm.
DUNEDIN Fine, calm. 6° at 4.15pm.
MOSGIEL Clear, calm. 4° at 4.15pm.
BALCLUTHA Cloudy, light W. 6° at 4.15pm.
GORE Fine, NE breeze. 2° at 4.20pm.
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